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CHINA. 

KIAOCHOW. 

TSINGTAU. 

By  Consul  Willys  R.  Peck,  Tsing-tau." 

A  review  of  commercial  conditions  in  Kiaochow  during  the  year 
1914  is  difficult  to  prepare  because  of  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war  and  the  capture  of  Tsingtau  by  Japanese  and  British  forces  in 
November  of  that  year.  Since  that  time  the  Japanese  element  has 
been  completely  in  control.  The  future  of  Tsingtau  is  dependent 
upon  negotiations  between  China  and  Japan  and  upon  world  negotia- 
tions in  Europe. 

Tsingtau's  Recent  Foreign  Trade. 

Tsingtau  became,  under  German  auspices,  during  the  last  two  years, 
the  fifth  port  of  China  in  respect  to  the  total  customs  collections,  and, 
because  of  the  large  preponderance  of  direct  imports,  almost  reached 
the  third  place  in  respect  to  the  import  duties  collected.  The  follow- 
ing table  will  show  the  important  place  attained  by  Tsingtau  in  ex- 
port trade.  The  figures  are  for  1913,  the  last  year  for  which  com- 
plete statistics  are  obtainable,  and  show  the  rank  of  Tsingtau  among 
the  ports  of  China  as  regards  each  of  the  exports  listed,  and  also 
Tsingtau's  percentage  of  the  total  export  of  China  in  each  case : 


Exports. 

• 

Percent- 
age. 

Rank. 

Cattle                    

40 
7 
4S 
44 
4.3 
37 
85 

First. 

Hides  (cow) - 

Third. 

Meats  (fresh) 



First. 

Peanuts 

Do. 

Do. 

Straw  braid 

First. 

But  as  foreign  ports  excite  greater  interest  when  viewed  as  con- 
sumers, it  is  pertinent  to  note  that  in  1913  Tsingtau  imported  foreign 
goods  to  the  value  of  $19,131,778  gold,  about  three-fifths  being  direct 
imports.  This  amount  is  equal  to  more  than  70  per  cent  of  the  total 
direct  import  trade  from  the  United  States  to  the  whole  of  China, 
which  in  1913  amounted  to  $25,861,851.  . 

Effect  of  Japanese  Retention  of  Tsingtau. 

Perhai:)S  some  allowance  must  be  made  for  a  feeling  of  mometary 
depression,  but  it  is  evident  that  profound  pe&simism  characterizes 
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the  views  of  Eiiroi:)ean  and  Chinese  merchants  in  Tsingtau  concern- 
ing the  outlook.  German.  British,  and  French  merchants  of  sub- 
stantial rating  have  expressed  their  intention  to  abandon  Tsingtau 
if  it  remains  under  Japanese  control.  It  would  appear  in  that  case 
that  to  Japanese  merchants  would  accrue  the  great  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  Tsingtan's  magnificent  shipping  facilities.  The  specific 
reasons  for  the  opinion  held  by  foreign  merchants  are  various.  A 
prominent  British  merchant  states  that  the  Tientsin-Pukow  Railway 
is  making  a  strong  bid  for  freight  traffic  and  that  exceptional  faciU 
ities  are  being  oft'ered  at  Pukow  for  foreign  trade.  He  therefore  con- 
temj^lates  lea\'ing  his  fine  new  installation  at  this  port  and  establish- 
ing himself  at  Tsinan  as  the  best  place  for  the  export  of  Shantung 
products. 

The  use  made  by  Japanese  merchants,  up  to  this  time,  of  the 
opportunities  presented  to  them  resembles  the  throwing  open  of  an 
Indian  reservation  to  settlement.  The  same  crowds  of  impatient 
settlers  were  to  be  found  Avaiting  on  the  boundaries.  In  the  latter 
part  of  December  the  militar}^  authorities  were  obliged  to  relax  their 
commendable  policy  of  regulating  the  influx.  The  following  tables 
will  show  more  clearly  than  an}^  description  the  economic  features 
that  have  characterized  Japanese  occupation  during  December,  1914, 
and  the  first  quarter  of  1915.  Tlie  statistics  are  copied  from  the 
Tsingtau  Shimpo  of  April  24,  1915. 

Japanese  Population  and  Business  Concerns. 

'  An  estimate  of  the  Japanese  population  of  Tsingtan  month  by 
month,  including  unregistered  residents,  is  as  follovrs :  Before  No- 
vember 27,  1914^3,000;  at  the  end  of  December,  1914,  5,000;  at  the 
end  of  January,  1915,  5,000;  at  the  end  of  February,  1915,  10,000;  at 
the  end  of  March,  1915,  12,000.  According  to  an  investigation  made 
by  the  authorities  at  the  end  of  April,  the  Japanese  population  at 
that  time  was  5,691  males  and  3,573  females,  giving  a  total  of  9,264, 
cr  an  increase  of  741  as  compared  with  the  total  at  the  end  of  March, 
8,523.  The  difference  between  these  numbers  and  the  estimate  first 
given  is  made  up  of  unregistered  persons. 

Business  licenses  as  follows  were  issued  to  Japanese  concerns  in 
Tsingtau  during  the  last  four  months*: 


Business, 


Decem- 
ber, 1914. 


January, 
1915. 


Febru- 
ary, 1915. 


March 
1915. 


Hotels  and  restaurants 

Restaurants 

Dealers  in  miscellaneous  goods. 

Dealers  in  provisions 

Porw  arding  agents 

Importers  and  exporters 

Contractors 

Second-hand  shops 

Pawnshoj^s 

Traders  on  the  street 

Outside  salesmen 

All  other 


210 

115 
51 
40 
66 
29 

101 
70 
32 

127 
10 

5S3 


242 

145 

59 

55 

89 

34 

139 

109 

44 

283 

35 

921 


263 
166 

79 

68 
100 

40 
149 
119 

53 
352 

00 
1,196 


Total . 


1,434 


2, 155 


2,645 


Tliis  table  indicates  that  more  than  one  out  of  every  two  persons 
in  the  Japanese  population  at  the  end  of  March  had  taken  out  a 
license  to  engage  in  some  sort  of  business.     Even  if  allowance  is  made 
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for  those  concerns  that  ch)sed  their  doors,  it  shows  a  state  of  affairs 
that  appears  not  to  be  founded  on  a  sound  economic  basis. 

Partial  Resumption  of  Commercial  Activities  after  the  Siege. 

Apparently  since  January  1,  1915,  an  effort  has  been  made  by  the 
Japanese  military  administration  to  induce  a  return  to  normal  ac- 
tivities on  the  part  of  all  concerned.  The  customhouse  has  been  in 
operation  since  December  28,  1914,  and  the  duty  imposed  is  merely 
the  regular  Chinese  tariff'.  The  port  now  labors  under  a  great  disad- 
vantage, however,  so  far  as  relates  to  exported  goods  that  require 
transshipment  for  foreign  ports  at  other  Chinese  ports,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  China  does  not  recognize  the  legality  of  the  customs  collec- 
tion in  Tsingtau,  but  collects  both  coastwise  and  export  duty  on  such 
eoods,  export  duty  having  already  been  paid  at  this  port.  The  fol- 
Towino-  trade  statistics  are  published  for  the  Jaunary-March  quarter, 
1915  "(rate  of  conversion  of  haikwan  tael,  $0,699,  average  rate  for 
1914) .  For  purposes  of  comparison,  as  the  average  quarterly  exports 
and  imports  for  1914  are  not  available,  those  for  1913  are  included 
(converted  at  $0.73,  the  average  Government  rate  for  1913). 


Class  of  trade. 


Imports . . . 
Exports . . . 
Reexports . 

Total 


January. 


S2S«, 223 

i     60, 203 

42,011 


391,037 


Febru- 
ary. 


8442, 437 
139,571 
42,1S7 


624, 195 


March. 


S4S7, 124 
282, 579 
240,397 


1,010,100 


Total. 


$1,217,784 
482, 353 
325, 195 


2, 025, 332 


1913 


36,109,402 
4,088,858 


10,798,320 


Steamship  Connections. 

Tsingtau  is  now  equipped  with  the  following  steamship  connec- 
tions with  Chinese  and  foreign  ports : 

Tsingtau  and  Tientsin.— The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  runs  tour 
steamers  between  Tientsin  and  Takow  (Formosa),  calling  at  Dairen 
(Dalny),  Tsingtau,  Shanghai,  and  Foochow.  These  steamers  range 
in  tonnage  between  1,700  and  2,200  tons,  and  touch  at  Tsingtau  ap- 
proximatelv  every  week,  going  both  ways. 

Tsingtau  and  'Dairen.— T\\q  South  Manchuria  Eailway  Co.  sails 
two  steamers  between  Dairen  and  Shanghai  of  3,800  and  3,400  tons, 
respectively.  One  steamer  going  each  way  calls  at  Tsingtau  weekly. 
The  Dairen  Kisen  Kaisha  has  one  steamer  of  1,200  tons  sailing  be- 
tween the  two  ports,  arriving  in  Tsingtau  about  once  in  10  days. 
The  Korean  Yusen  Kaisha  has  one  ship  of  700  tons  calling  at  Che- 
mulpo, Tsingtau,  Cheefoo,  and  Dairen.  ^^  .  ,      , 

Tsingtau  and  Japanese  ports.— The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  has  two 
ships,  of  2,500  and  2,800  tons,  respectively,  plymg  between  Osaka  and 
Tsinstau,  calling  at  Kobe,  Ujina,  and  Moji,  going  both  ways. 
Harada  &  Co.  cover  exactly  the  same  route  with  two  steamers  ot 
2  700  and  1,800  tons,  respectively.  The  four  steamers  last-named  are 
subsidized  by  the  Japanese  Government  on  condition  that  they  call 
at  Ujina,  whence  come  most  of  the  military  supplies,  and  that  they 
keep  open  one-sixth  of  their  freight  and  passenger  space  for  military 
use.     One  of  these  steamers  arrives  at  Tsingtau  from  Osaka  once  m 
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every  eight  days.  The  Nippon  Yiiseii  Kaisha  sails  one  ship  of  2, GOO 
tons  bet^Yeen  Tsingtau  and  Osaka,  calling  at  Kobe  and  Moji,  but  not 
at  Ujina,  thus  making  the  trip  from  one  port  to  the  other  in  two  days' 
less  time  than  the  subsidized  vessels.  This  ship  makes  the  trip  once 
in  a  fortnight. 

Tsingtau  and  Shanghai. — In  addition  to  the  steamers  of  the  Osaka 
Shosen  Kaisha,  the  Indo-China  Steam  Navigation  Co.  (Jardine, 
Matheson  &  Co.,  agents),  and  the  China  Navigation  Co.  (Butterfield 
&  Swire,  agents),  provide,  between  them,  a  regular  weeldy  service. 
Their  steamers  occasionally  go  beyond  Shanghai  to  Hongkong. 
These  ships  are  of  about  1,500  tons  each,  and  the  owners  and  agents 
are  British. 

The  Japanese  shipping  facilities  are  said  to  be  practically  the  same 
as  before  the  war,  but  shipping  of  all  other  nationalities  has  been  for- 
bidden entrance  to  the  port  by  the  Japanese  military  authorities, 
except  for  the  two  British  steamers  indicated.  The  apparent  reason 
for  this  policy  of  restriction  is  a  desire  to  conserve  what  little  freight 
there  is  for  Japanese  bottoms,  for  it  is  said  that  the  Japanese' ships 
are  losing  money  and  that  at  least  some  of  them  are  calling  at 
Tsingtau  only  in  deference  to  Government  orders.  The  magnificent 
docks  and  warehouses  of  Tsingtau,  costing  the  German  Government 
many  millions  of  dollars  to  construct,  are  too  well  known  to  require 
detailed  description  het-e.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  they  are  use- 
less, comparatively  speaking,  unless  there  is  rail  connection  with  the 
interior.  ■    •  •,,..''         V       ,\  ' 

The  Shangtung  Railway. 

It  was  considered  a  necessary  part  of  the  attempted  defense  of 
Tsingtau  by  the  German  forces  to  render  the  Shantung  Kailway 
incapable  of  military  use  by  the  oncoming  Japanese  forces.  In 
this  they  were  materiall}'^  assisted  by  extensive  floods  occurring  at 
the  end  of  August.  In  the  latter  part  of  October,  however,  the 
American  Consul  made  the  trip  from  Kiochow  to  Tsinan,  although 
the  journey  was  very  slow  because  of  several  dynamited  bridges  and 
portions  of  track  damaged  by  floods.  Local  newspaper  reports  state 
that  about  $300,000  have  been  appropriated  for  the  repair  of  the 
railway  and  that  the  repairs  will  be  finished  this  summer.  This 
news  is  not  official,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  railway  repair  ^hops 
at  Syfang  are  being  put  into  order.  Immediately  after  the  cap- 
ture of  the  railway  the  Japanese  military  authorities  placed  it 
under  the  control  of  an  organization  of  soldiers  and  conducted  it 
as  a  military  line,  although  passengers  and  freight  were  accepted  for 
transportation.  On  March  25,  however,  a  civilian  management  was 
organized,  and  the  latter  assumed  charge  of  the  railway  on  or  about 
April  1,  1915. 

The  Japanese  staff  of  the  railway  is  now  about  as  follows :  Two  hun- 
dred civilian  employees  engaged  by  the  military  authorities ;  90  South 
Manchuria  Kailway  men,  previously  engaged;  and  527  South  Man- 
churia Railway  men  arriving  at  the  end  of  March;  a  total  of  817. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  majority  of  the  emplo3^ees  were  transferred 
from  the  South  Manchuria  Railway.  Its  director  was  formerly  in  a 
responsible  position  on  the  latter  line.  At  the  present  time  freight 
and  passenger  transportation  is  undertaken  by  the  Shantung  Bailway 
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at  rates  similar  to  those  charged  by  the  German  management. 
According  to  tlie  statements  of  t>ne  European  business  man,  liowever, 
traffic  on  the  railway,  especially  freight  traffic,  is  hindered  by  the 
thieving  propensities  of  certain  natives,  who  materially  reduce  the 
size  of  any  cargo  sent  up  the  line. 

The  private  international  company  that  formerly  owned  this  rail- 
way obtained  permission  from  the  Chinese  Government  for  its  con- 
struction by  virtue  of  the  Kiaochow  Convention  of  March  G,  1898;  the 
concession  granted  by  the  German  Government,  dated  June  1,  1899; 
and  the  Kiapchow-Tsinan  Raihvay  Agreement,  signed  on  March  21, 
1900.  If  the  line  is  to  be  conducted  at  a  profit,  it  will  have  to  meet 
the  severe  competition  of  the  Tientsin-Pukow  Railway,  and  there 
are  rumors  that  its  freight  tariff  is  shortly  to  be  lowered  with  this 
object  in  view. 
Banking  Facilities — Currency — War  Notes. 

By  January  1,  1915,  or  thereabout,  all  the  foreign  banks  formerly 
operating  in  Tsingtau,  with  the  exception  of  the  Deutsch-Asiatisclie 
Bank,  had  reopened  their  doors,  namely,  the  Hongkong  &  Shanghai 
Banking  Corporation,  the  Chartered  Bank  of  India,  Australia,  and 
China,  the  Russo- Asiatic  Bank,  and  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank. 
But  trade  is  at  a  standstill,  and  these  institutions  have  been  for  the 
most  part  engaged  in  reclaiming  stranded  cargo  on  which  they  had 
acquired  a  lien  through  the  advance  of  money  on  shipping  documents. 
This  operation  is  about  concluded,  and  at  least  two  of  the  banks  are 
considering  either  closing  their  Tsingtau  branch  or  cutting  down  the 
establishment.  All  the  banks  now  engage  in  every  variety  of  bank- 
ing business  not  suspended  b}''  the  European  war. 

When  the  Japanese  forces  captured  Tsingtau  there  was  probably 
about  $35,000  ^Mexican,  say  $15,000  gold,  in  subsidiary  German  coin- 
age in  circulation  there,  not  including  a  great  deal  that  was  thrown 
into  the  ba}^,  and  about  $TG0,000  Mexican,  say  $300,000  gold,  in  notes 
of  the  Deutsch-Asiatische  Bank.  The  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  and 
the  Hongkong  &  Shanghai  Bank  came  to  an  agreement  to  support 
these  notes,  and  j-  have  been  informed  that  they  are  now  of  higher 
value  than  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  notes.  They  had  at  no  time 
shrunk  in  value,  for  during  the  siege  the  local  branch  of  the  bank 
had  given  drafts  on  other  branches  in  Tientsin  or  Shanghai  for  all 
of  its  local  notes  surrendered,  and  in  this  way  large  quantities  were 
called  in  and  destroyed.  Upon  their  entrance,  the  Japanese  seized 
and  sealed  up  the  Deutsch-Asiatische  Bank,  alleging  that  it  was  a 
Government  institution,  or  at  least  partly  capitalized  by  Government 
funds,  the  Germans  maintaining  at  the  same  time  the  entire  private 
character  of  the  bank.  It  has  not  been  permitted  to  engage  in  any 
variety  of  banking  business,  even  that  of  paying  out  money  to  de- 
positors who  desired  to  withdraw  their  funds,  but  it  is  rumored  that 
this  opportunity  will  be  presented  to  neutrals  very  soon. 

Tlie  Japanese  military  operations  in  the  Province  of  Sliantung 
were  financed  through  the  medium  of  war  notes,  whose  unit  was  the 
silver  j'^en.  These  war  notes  became  current  in  Tsingtau  with  the 
advent  of  the  Japanese  military.  German  subsidiary  coinage  also 
remained  in  circulation.  Later  the  notes  of  the  Yokohama  Specie 
Bank  were  made  legal  currency,  together  with  war  notes,  in  the 
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payment  of  taxes,  etc.  When  hordes  of  small  traders  came  here 
from  Japan,  however,  they  knew  how^  much  their  goods  were  worth 
in  Japanese  gold  currency  and  charged  in  gold,  accepting  silver 
currency  only"  at  a  rate  determined  by  themselves.  The  authorities 
ordered  that  all  prices  should  be  fixed  in  silver,  namely,  in  war  notes, 
but  so  far  from  this  order  being  observed,  war  notes  were  some- 
times refused  acceptance  in  Japanese  shops.  At  the  present  time 
German,  Chinese,  and  Japanese  silver  subsidiary  currency  all  are  in 
circulation;  also  Japanese  gold  currency,  Mexican  dollar  notes  of 
local  banks,  silver  dollars  of  different  varieties,  and  war  notes.  Ac- 
cording to  the  official  rates  of  exchange  published  on  xVpril  7,  1915. 
the  silver  yen  1  equals  gold  yen  0.82,  or  $1  ^Mexican,  or,  in  copper 
cents,  135  pieces  (Chinese).  The  silver  yen  w'ar  note  therefore 
equals,  at  the  Government  rate  of  exchange  for  the  quarter  (0.394), 
$0,408  gold  (United  States). 

Security  of  Property  Eights — Effect  of  War  on  American  Trade  at  Kiaochow. 

There  has  been  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  military 
authorities  to  interfere,  through  process  of  militar}^  law,  with  the 
private  rights  of  noncombatants,  but  all  Government  property,  and 
quasi  Government  property,  such  as  houses  built  with  the  aid  of 
Government  loans,  has  been  confiscated.  So  has  some  private  prop- 
erty that  is  alleged  to  have  been  used  by  the  Germans  for  military 
purposes.  The  most  notable  instance  of  this  was  the  confiscation 
of  between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  cases  of  kerosene  belong- 
ing to  an  American  firm,  which  was  seized  on  the  pretext  that  its 
removal  from  the  company's  premises  w^as  a  military  measure.  The 
ultimate  fate  of  much  of  the  confiscated  property  Avill  probably  be 
determined  in  the  negotiations  between  Germany  and  Japan.  Other 
propert}'',  such  as  cargo  landed  from  German  ships  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  is  stored  in  Government  warehouses,  and,  in  the  case  of 
cargo,  will  be  confiscated  if  not  claimed  by  Jun^  1,  1915. 

Whether  any  exceptional  opportunities  for  American  products  and 
capital  in  the  leased  territory  of  Kiaochow  will  result  from  the  war, 
can  be  determined  better  after  the  political  fate  of  the  territory  is 
known.  While  probably  no  actual  discrimination  in  violation  of 
the  principle  of  equal  opportunity  was  attempted  by  the  German 
Government  at  Kiaochow,  jet  the  object  of  that  Government  was 
naturally  and  commendably  to  promote  the  welfare  of  German  com- 
merce, and  the  sale  of  other  than  German  goods  was  subject  to  this 
handicap.  If  Japanese  control  is  now  substituted  for  German,  for- 
eign trade  will  presumably  be  neither  the  gainer  nor  the  loser. 

Without  regard  to  the  political  future,  Japan  will  derive  a  great 
advantage  from  its  nearness  to  Kiaochow,  enabling  it  to  land  its 
imports  much  more  cheaply  than  other  countries.  It  Avill  probably 
also  control  the  railway  connection  with  the  interior.  Exports  from 
Kiaochow  will  go  Avhere  the  demand  is  strongest,  but  imports  are 
susceptible  to  influence  from  any  sources,  and  those  named  are  only 
two  that  are  capable  of  being  utilized  to  great  advantage. 
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Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  values  of  the  exports  to  the  T^nited  States  invoiced 
throu*^h  the  Tsingtau  consulate  in  1913  and  1914  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Bristles P°"'^^^ 

Eggs: 

Fresh 

Dried,  yolk,  etc 


Hides. 


do. . . 

do... 

pieces. 


Do;;!!!!!'ii!"-'-^--'-'.'.V/ pounds. 

Household  effects 

Peanuts:  nnmirici 

L*iishelled pouncls. 

Soya  bean  oil .  '^°-  -  ■ 


stra-j-braid ;;::::::poimds: 

^^^'Inut^ '■  .do... 


Wool 

Zoological  specimens . 


Quantity.      Value 


125,063 


79,293 

12,  7<S0 

298, 735 


6,720 

384, 800 

34 

3,541 

7,672 

121,243 


$99, 146 


1914 


Quantity.      Value 


32, 846 

}    54,673  }| 

1,270 


76, 500 
93, 076 


Total. 


214 

15, 570 

121 

14,202 

5, 849 

756,121 

3,613 

12, 351 

150 


996, 126 


82,085 

44,576 
314,626 

13,275 
459,082 


907,224 

683,993 

GO 

1,593 

3,854 

115,541 


,400 


$66,845 

1,176 
145,425 

63,623 

640 

36,691 

111,207 

315 

6,278 

6,718 

320,391 

2,490 


761,799 


No  declared  exports  to  the  insular  possessions  of  the  United  States 
were  invoiced  in  either  year.  .      ,      ^  .       ^  n     •-  .1 

In  comparing  the  figures  given  m  the  foregoing  table  it  must  be 
remembered  that  those  for  1914  do  not  represent  a  full  year  s  trade. 
Martial  law  was  declared  August  1,  1914,  entirely  suspend mg  trade. 
The  American  consul  did  not  return  to  his  post  alter  the  siege  until 

"^y^r 'reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  United  States  tariff  act  of 
October  3  1913,  since  it  reduced  the  import  duty  on  all  but  one  or 
two  of  the  articles  listed  above,  where  it  did  not  leave  the  duty  un- 
altered encouraged  the  importation  of  these  products,  though  the 
amounts  involved  are  clearly  not  large  enough  to  warraiit  such  a 
deduction  as  irrefutable.  These  products  were  all  secured  by  Ameri- 
can importers  through  the  agency  of  non-American  firms. 
General  Statistics  of  Kiaochow's  Trade  in  1814— Shipping. 

The  seven  months  of  1914  preceding  the  war  were  prosperous  ones 
for  Tsingtau  and  the  Kiaochow  leased  territory.  A  detailed  survey 
of  their  Activities,  including  the  important  industrial  projects  01  the 
territory,  such  as  the  Shantung  Eailway,  the  mines  the  slaughter- 
house, etc.,  is  impossible,  owing  to  the  action  of  po htical  evei^ts  m 
closing  almost  all  of  the  usual  sources  of  information.  Ihe  only 
s  a  sties  available  regarding  the  trade  of  Tsingtau  during  1914  are 
?hose  contained  in  the  publications  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs, 
and  these  cover  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  only. 

The  tonnage  entering  and  clearing  from  Tsingtau  during  Januaiy- 
June,  1914,  was  about  27  per  cent  greater  than  during  the  whole  year 
1913  This  increase  was  contributed  to  by  all  nations  represented, 
althou-h  Kussian  and  Norwegian  shipping  showed  the  fi'ft est  pro- 
portionate growth.     The   following  statement   shows   the  number, 
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nationality,    and   tonnage    of    vessels    entering    and   clearing    from 
Tsing-tan  during  1913  and  the  first  six  months  of  1914 : 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

Nationalities. 

1913 

1914 

1913 
(entire 
year). 

1914 
(Jan.- 
June). 

Steamers:_ 

17 
1 

253 

48 

4 

331 

260 

8 

1 

15 

'"'246' 
30 
4 
313 
264 
22 
46 

35,233 

3,440 

407, 156 

28,587 

13,067 

572,062 

222, 693 

12,939 

3,440 

28, 342 

British               

471,356 

28,820 

16,204 

697, 896 

312,198 

£5,230 

79,312 

Total 

923 

940 
2 

1,208,622 

1,659,358 

Sailing  vessels: 

1,588 

British                            

1 

1,820 

924 

942 

1,300,442 

1,660,946 

Principal  Exports  to  Foreign  Countries. 

The  Abstract  of  Statistics  for  1914  published  by  the  Chinese 
Maritime  Customs  has  not  yet  reached  this  office,  so  that  the  value 
of  the  merchandise  exported  during  1914  is  not  yet  known.  For 
purposes  of  comparison,  however,  a  few  important  exports  are 
named  below,  showing  percentages  of  increase  or  decrease  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year's  figures.  Those  articles,  of  export 
have  been  chosen  that  are  principally  exported  to  foreign  countries, 
for  it  should  be  noted  that  the  tables  of  export  and  import  relate  to 
commerce  wdth  other  Chinese  ports  as  Avell  as  to  that  with  foreign 
countries. 

The  principal  exports  showing  increases  are :  Bean  cake,  141  per 
cent;  eggs,  64  per  cent;  egg  products,  29  per  cent;  cowhides,  27  ])er 
cent;  shelled  peanuts,  48  per  cent;  unshelled  peanuts  (a  much  smaller 
quantity),  265  per  cent.  The  principal  decreases  were  as  follows: 
Bristles,  30  per  cent;  cattle,  12  per  cent;  cotton,  70  per  cent;  peanut 
oil,  9  per  cent;  so_ya  bean  oil,  32  per  cent;  silk  (raw),  28  per  cent; 
pongee  silk,  18  per  cent;  straw  braid,  52  per  cent.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  the  staple  exports  on  which  the  prosperity  of  the  business 
communit}'  of  Tsiugtau  so  largely  depends  are  pretty  evenly  divided 
between  increases  and  decreases. 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  Tsingtau  in  1913  and  the  first 
six  months  of  1914  are  as  follows: 

[In  this  and  the  following  table  the  conversions  from  hailcwan  taeh  have  been  made  on  the  basis  of  a 
valuation  of  S0.099,  the  average  of  Government  rates,  for  1914,  and  of  $0.73  for  1913.] 


Articlcj. 

1913  (en- 
tire year). 

1914  (Jan  - 
June). 

Bean  cake 

Beef,  fresli 

hundredweight. . 

do     . . 

100,679 
115,719 

193,026 

Do 

52, 978 

Bristlej 

4,900 
28,413 

161,523 
04, 366 

110,045 

1,637 

Cattle 

12, 493 

134,853 

9,50i 

2, 47  J 

Coal 

Cotton,  raw 

Dates 

hauJreJweight.. 

do... 

CHINA KIAOCHOW. 


Articles. 


Egg  products hundredweight . 

Eggs  fresh dozen . 

Hats number. 

Hides,  cow hundredweight. 

Medicines do. . . 

Oil: 

Peauu  t do . . . 

Soya  bean do . . . 

I'eanuts: 

Unshelled do . . . 

Shelled do... 

Salt do... 

Silk: 

Pongee do . . . 

Raw do.. . 

Skins,  goat .pieces. 

Straw  braid hundredweight. 

Tallow,  animal do. . . 


1913  (en- 

1914 (.Jan- 

tire  j'ear). 

June). 

14,521 

9,421 

1,730,230 

187, 708 
51,8C9 

1,416,216 
132,049 
32,893 

489,002 

29,577 

190, 103 
35, 572 

SO, 079 
11,970 

1,153,152 

280,191 

1,214,1,'<3 

898,551 

467, 48.S 

434,431 

0,192 

3,753 

(i,533 

131,826 

1]'0,3S4 

42,371 

2,335 
41,572 
27,448 
31,36S 

Principal  Imports. 

Imports  of  foreign  cotton  goods  show  a  relatively  slight  decrease 
of  about  2  per  cent.  Japanese  cotton  yarns,  on  the  otlier  hand,  ex- 
hibit a  proportionate  increase  of  about  50  per  cent.  Most  varieties 
of  metals  imported  from  abroad  show  marked  increases.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  principal  articles  imported  at  Tsingtau  from 
foreign  countries  and  Chinese  ports  in  1913  and  the  first  six  months 
of  1914 : 


Articles. 


Cotton  goods,  foreign: 

Shirtings- 
Gray,  plain pieces . 

White,  plain do... 

White,  figured,  brocaded 
pieces » j... 

Sheetings- 
American  pieces . 

English do... 

Japanese do. . . 

Drills- 
American  do. . . 

English do... 

Jap;'iiese do 

'  Jeans— 

Amprican do  — 

English do. . . 

Dutch do 

Japanese do. . . 

T  cloth— 

32  inches do 

English do... 

Japanese do 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and  mus- 
lins  pieces. 

Chintzes  and  plain  prints, 
pieces 

Printed    furnitures,   etc., 
pieces 

Printed  sateens pieces. . 

Printed  T  cloth do.... 

Italians  and  lastings— 

Black pieces. . 

Plain ,  colored do 

Figured do 

Cotton  poplins — 

Plain ,  colored do 

Figured do 

Turkey  red  cottons,  etc., 
pieces 

Cotton     Spanish    stripes, 

,  pieces 


1913 

(entire 
year). 


382,  .304 
95,204 


82,227 

7, 830 

243,542 

22,814 
4.323 
4,710 

1,780 
131,085 


392,992 
25,813 


136,488 

13,310 

15,. 596 
21,875 

89,697 
187,982 
175, 085 


iiil914 
(Jan.- 
Juhe). 


180,072 
68,249 

3,692 

29,280 

5,115 

112,302 

4,645 
1,193 
6,640 

360 
26,141 
2,190 
1,741 

217, 802 


87,289 
12, 626 


17, 900 

25,907 

98,643 

5,503 
7,007 
0,724 

.56,243 

81,312 
59,363 

1,675 
1,494 

38, 107 

6,281 


Articles. 


Cotton  goods,  foreign— Cont 

Cotton  flannel pieces. 

Cotton  blankets do. . . 

Handkerchiefs dozen . 

Towels do . . . 

Towels,  Japanese do. . . 

Cotton  yarn — 

Indian  .liundred  weight . 

Japanese do 

English do 

Cotton  thread  on  spools, 

gross 

Colored    woven    cottons, 

yards , 

Velvets  and  velveteens, 

yards 

Cotton  goods,  Chinese: 
Sheetings,       Shanghai, 

fiieces 

Drills,  Shanghai,  pieces 

Nankeens,    huudred- 

weight 

Cloth,  native pieces . . 

Cotton     yarn,     himdred- 

weight 

Woolen  and  CO  tton  mix  twes: 
Union  and  ponch  >  cloth, 

yards 

Woolen  goods; 
Cloth,  broad,  etc. .  .yards. . 

Lastings pieces.. 

Long  ells do  — 

Spanish  stripes yards.. 

Berlin    wool,    etc.,    him- 

dred  weight 

Silk  piece  goods,  hundred- 
weight  

Metals,  foreign: 
Brass  and  yellow  metal- 
Sheets,  .hundredweight.  . 

Wire do 

Copper-sheets,  etc.  .do 


1913- 

(entiice 
year). 


14,3,54 

31,414 

17,006 

120, COS 


91,412 

279, 903 

4 


125, 4,57 
51,912 

27,971 


1,068 

24,770 


2,060 

1,780 
516 


ii914 
(Jan.- 
June). 


r  II 1  f 
1,580 
14,603 
15,752 
13,903 
46,250 

.30,942 
213,741 


4,400 
1,960 


430 
12,966 


24,. 303 


37,047 


1,836 


930 

399 

2,666 

176 

"40 


198 
261 
451 
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Articles. 


Metals,  foreign— Contd. 

Iron  and  mild  steel — 

New do 

Old do...- 

Iron,     galvanized— Sheet, 
hundredweight 

Lead,   in   pigs,   hundred- 
weight  

Steel hundredweight. . 

Tinned  plates, plain. do 

White  metal    or    German 
silver,  hundredweight. . . 
Sundries,  foreign: 

Bags,  gunny pieces. . 

Bo.xes,  fancy gross. . 

Braid,  cotton value. . 

Butter. .  .hundredweight. . 

Buttons,  brass gross. . 

Candles .  .hundredweight . . 

Cement do — 

Chinaware,  etc value. . 

Cigarettes do 

Cigars do 

Clocks pieces. . 

Dyes,  paints,  etc. — 

Aniline value. . 

Indigo,    artificial,    hun- 
dredweight   

Lead,  white,  etc.,  hun- 
dredweight   

Logwood  extract,  hun- 
dredweight   

Electrical  materials .  value . . 

Enameled  basins. .  .dozen. . 

Glass,  window bo.xes.. 

Kerosene — 

American gallons. , 

Russian do — 

Sumatra do — 

Lamp  ware value . . 

Matches gross. . 

Mats pieces . . 

Milk,  condensed . . . dozen . . 

Mining  materials. .  .value. . 

Needles thousan  ds . . 

Paper hundredweight. . 

Pepper do 

Railway  plant,  etc. value.. 

Seaweed  .hundredweight.. 

Soap- 
Bar  hundredweight . . 

Toilet value.. 

Soda hundredweight . . 

Sugar— 

ISrown do 

White do 

Refined do 

Candy do 


1913 
(entire 
year). 


.50,972 
186,932 


5,504 
10,020 
30, 807 


1,068,804 


964 

118,209 

2,663 


$46,246 

$307, 332 

$12,341 


S223, 506 

46,904 

3,839 


S29, 058 


16, 664 

5,111,727 
1,754,962 
2, 497, 376 

$44,804 
6, 610, 566 

519, 890 


S18,31S 

534,605 

78,440 

5,421 

$534, 838 

48,568 


$49,007 
50,967 

88, 694 

52, 627 

113, 880 

26,945 


1914 
(Jan.- 
June). 


53,030 
106, 707 


2,885 
2,981 
18,265 

226 

351,213 
7,051 

$2, 699 

577 

52,  824 

1,254 

20, 236 

S21,509 

$173,334 


9,578 

$75, 867 

23, 606 

1,990 

1,979 

$26, 663 

7,063 

1,602 

954,333 

1,966,637 

824,812 

$20, 3.53 

2,849,981 

52,162 

13,146 


248, 750 

44,369 

1,680 


6,423 

2,316 
$15,324 
38, 661 

123,483 
44, 6.54 
34,471 
12, 895 


Articles. 


Sundries,  foreign— Contd. 

Timber — 

Hard cubic  feet. 

Soft square  feet. 

Wines,  beer,  spirits — 
Beer,  porter value- 
Wines  and  spirits. do... 
Sundries,  Chinese: 

Arsenic. .  .hundredweight. 

Bamboo — 

Brooms pieces. 

S  plit ..  .hundredweight . 
Shoots do... 

Beans do... 

Books,  printed do. . . 

Candles do. . . 

Cereals do. . . 

Chinaware do. .. 

Cigarettes '. do . . . 

Coal tons. 

Fans,  paper pieces. 

Fibers,     Coir,     hundred- 
weight  

Firecrackers,  hun- 
dredweight   

Flour,  mill,  himdredweight. 

Grass  cloth- 
Coarse  do — 

Fine do 

Isinglass  (fish  glue) .  .do — 

Medicine do — 

Oil ,  wood do — 

Paper- 
First  quality do — 

Second  quality do — 

Joss do 

All  other do 

Preserves do 

Shoss,    silk    and    cotton, 
pairs 

Silk  piece  goods,  hundred- 
weight   

Soap, bar  .hundredweight. . 

Straw  braid do 

Sugar- 
Brown  do 

White do — 

Tea do 

Timber — 
Softwood. .  .square  feet. . 

Tobacco,   prepared,   him- 
drodvi'eight 

W^ooden    ware,  himdred- 
weight  

Opium pounds. . 


1913 
(entire 
year). 


23,983 
4,659,991 

$34,623 
$74, 823 

5,352 


1,551 


72, 039 
2i,'349 


C5, 425 

1,.500 
1,181 


9,304 
17,680 

9,669 
89,919 
10, 875 


192 
'  1,519' 


13, 749 
2,473,356 


25, 884 


1914 
(Jan.- 
June). 


29,804 
4,993,489 


2,135 

897, 2.54 
6,330 

872 


1,812 

904 

29,505 

418 

10,064 

3,685 

1,448,555 

875 

147 
41,653 

889 

596 

156 

4,341 

10,631 

2,635 
38,513 
5, 718 
3,202 
2,294 

24, 298 

92 
411 
55 

216 
1,211 
2,393 


222 

1,102 
2,592 


The  kerosene  imports  of  the  months  January-June,  1913  and  1914, 
may  be  compared  as  follows : 


Varieties. 

1913, 
Jan.-June. 

1914, 
Jan.-June. 

American 

Russian 

American  gallons . . 

do 

1,676,680 
979,310 
587, 300 

954,333 

1,966,637 

824  812 

Sumatra 

do 

Total 

3, 243, 290 

3  745  782 
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